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Townline Group of Companies -- the Vancouver firm behind the Hudson in the old Bay Building, and more
recently the acquisition of the nearby Radius project -- are in a giving mood this Thanksgiving. The
development company announced three donations in its "neighbourhood," including a partnership with Trail
Appliances to donate a washer and dryer to George Jay Elementary to wash school uniforms; $2,500 worth
of socks and underwear to homeless service provider Our Place; and a $2,500 cheque to the Burnside Gorge
Community Association for its benefits and outreach program aimed at the homeless and isolated families.

A heads-up to the tech startups out there: Dale Gann, vice-president of the UVic-owned Vancouver Island
Technology Park and president of the Canadian Association of University Research Parks, has a deal you
simply can't refuse. He's leading a delegation to a boot camp and investor forum in the Silicon Valley Oct.
20 and has made five openings available. The only cost to startups will be plane tickets to San Francisco, as
the Consulate General of Canada in San Francisco will cover accommodation and the $500 registration fee
per company. The Plug and Play Tech Centre Workshop features 150 tech startups from 20 countries
sharing ideas on how to build successful companies and attract venture capital. Since 2006, Plug and Play
has raised $600 million in funding. Gann can be contacted with the details at dgann@vitp.ca.

There's been plenty of staff movement at Tourism Victoria lately. Heather McGillivray, who's been with the
marketing destination company for seven years -- most recently as senior manager of travel media relations
-- was appointed director of sales overseeing travel trade, meetings and incentive travel and travel media
relations. Meanwhile, Kristine George, who's been there six years, was named director of niche market
development to focus on sports, arts, culture, cruise ships, green tourism and the 2010 Olympics file.
Heather Oughtred returns from maternity leave to a new position next week in the trade travel department to
implement familiarization tours for travel agents and tour operators. Taking Oughtred's place as sales
manager in travel trade is Doug Treleaven, who had filled the position for the past eight months. Treleaven
has more than three decades in the industry, including recent tours with the Oak Bay Beach Hotel Discovery
Club and B.C. Ferries.
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